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October 19, 2007 


Dear Eric, 


I received a phone call this morning from George Fuld, who asked me to send along my recent 
price list to you — after the Money Museum moved, I must have lost your address, as you are definitely on 
my mailing list for these things! You will find the current one enclosed, with my compliments. 

I did see you briefly at the EAC convention earlier this year, but you were mobbed by adoring fans 
and it wasn’t possible to talk much — you’re kind of like a rock star! 

One of the things I wanted to discuss was the Fugio book, and it is definitely an interesting 
situation. I had heard that you were working with Bill Noyes on publishing something. Rob Retz, as you 
know, had worked diligently on a book before he passed away — it was probably ready to publish then, but 
Rob was a perfectionist and he always wanted a little more information. Since he passed, the book has 
languished, with pretty much nothing being done on it, which is probably why Bill decided to go ahead and 
do something on his own. 

However, the project really isn’t dead. Margaret Retz, Rob’s widow, has asked me to take over 

"the editing of the book, with an eye to publishing by early next year. We are pretty darned close to it — the 
text and photos are all there, as well as die state studies and historical text that is pretty exhaustive (much of 
it based on the Damon Douglas manuscript, of course, but with a lot of primary source information that 
hasn’t been published elsewhere). I’m not sure if you have seen what Rob put together — it really is an 
exhaustive look at the series. 

The photos Bill took for Rob are, of course, Bill’s property and he can do whatever he likes with 
them, but he doesn’t have access to Rob’s information on Condition Census, updated rarity and the coins in 
private collections, all of which were copyrighted by Rob and now the intellectual property of his family. 

I haven’t talked to Bill regarding this book (I hope to see him at the C4 convention in Boston later 
next month), but my thinking is that the “market” is really not ready to have two books on Fugios published 
pretty much at the same time! It’s been 30-odd years since Kessler was published, and to have two 
“standard references” would seem an embarrassment of riches. I don’t know if Bill though that Rob’s 
project was dead in the water and that’s why he moved ahead with his own work.. .but I do know that 
Margaret wants to see Rob’s work published, and it would be a most fitting tribute to the man who spent a 
good portion of his time and energy, even in his last days, working on this project for a series that he 
clearly loved. 





I'd love to talk about this with you in more detail! I will be out of town from 10/20 — 11/5 visiting 
family in the mid-West (Illinois — close enough to St. Louis that my visit to EAC really felt like coming 
“home,” whatever that word means in today’s hectic world!). I don’t really expect anything much to 
happen prior to the C4 convention on Rob’s book, but I would be interested in hearing your thoughts on the 
matter. I was hoping to have you write a brief forward or something for Rob’s work — especially as you 
helped him immensely with source material! — but that might be awkward if both book projects go ahead at 
the same time. 

In any event, I do hope you enjoy reading the enclosed price list — I’m sure the prices have 
changed considerably since you first started collecting colonials! Of course, as I’ve been in this hobby for 
a bit over 30 years now, they have changed numerous times in my short experience as well — each wave of 
price increases is just more and more difficult to wrap my head around (and don’t even get me started on 
the Ford sales — it almost seems that people are printing money and bidding with it!). | 

I hope all is well with you — you are an inspiration to us all! 


; APC 


Jeff Rock 
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‘Dear Jeff 


Thank you for Heine us, at the suggestion of ga: Fuld, your most recent 
’ sales catalog for our library. I am sorry that you lost our address and if you wish to send 
us your prior lists that would be helpful for our library as we have none. 

; I have been asked to help-write a Fugio book and plan to do so. Rob Retz, as you 
. mentioned, was my friend and I sent him all of my data on the subject long ago. I visited 
his home and enjoyed meeting his family during the Portland convention of the ANA. 
I telephoned you after receiving your October 17, 2007 letter but as you said you 


-.. would be in Illinois for several weeks. 


* Thank you for your kind comments. 


Sincerely, 


- Enic P. Newman 
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